[Icterus of the newborn caused by indirect bilirubin--recent progress].
Recently a big shift has taken place in the judgment and treatment of jaundice in newborn, caused by increased unconjugated bilirubin level. New techniques evolved for assessing the prognosis of developing jaundice. An important major discovery is the antioxidant effect of bilirubin. We have a broader range of knowledge concerning the mechanism of bilirubin toxicity and for judging the chance of developing kernicterus. The prevention techniques do not stop at prohibiting anti-D immunisation but go on to preventing hydrops foetalis, the life-threatening form of haemolytic disease. There are data about the complications of phototherapy and EPO treatment for prolonged anaemia.